
January 2025

President’s Message
by Michael P. Kunkler

As we wake up to a fresh new year, some will make resolutions 
(and some may actually hold to them), some will abstain from 
drinks, and some may just relent themselves to the post-Holiday 
tranquility. I’d like to take the new year to reflect on highlights of 
the prior 12 months here in Lyon Park. 

First, I would like to thank the Barton Street “crew” for kicking off 
the Fall/Winter festivities with the best Food Truck extravaganza 
ever. Everything was on point…the trucks, the entertainment, and 
the selection of frothy bevvies chilled perfectly on a September 
day. To Aaron, John, Annmarie, and others, we thank you for your 
time planning that event.

Second, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention Paul for everything 
he does for the community. He is a neighborhood (if not national) 
treasure. Just when I think Paul couldn’t find more time in his 
week, he comes up with an idea to support an entirely new Santa 
Claus visit to Clarendon Crossing that brings in 100’s of both two 
and four-legged friends. Within the week, he, Darcy Rosenbaum, 
and Gary Putnam all made the magic happen again for children 
far and wide at the Lyon Park event. 

Last, I would like to send a personal shout-out to Sebastian 
John and Erica Nelson. Sebastian and Erica joined the LPCA 
just in 2023 and immediately sought out ways to support the 
community. Having culinary experience, they volunteered for 
the past two years to plan, prepare, cater, and serve up all the 
wonderful eats we have at the Holiday Members’ Soiree. They 
will be missed after they depart to Europe this year—perhaps 
next year will be simpler pizza and beer.

All told, there are amazing accomplishments by many more 
neighbors that often go unnoticed. A helpful response on the 
Listserv, a lending hand on the infrequent days we get snowfall, 
or a cup of sugar needed in a pinch. We are fortunate to live in 
such a great community. Now it’s time to stare down 2025 and 
say, “bring it on!”      

Delivered free to over 1,900 residences!

Upcoming Events

1/8

LPCA Monthly Meeting 
at the Community Center 
with Sheriff Jose Quiroz 
7:00 p.m. Meeting Start;  
8:30 p.m. Socializing

1/16

Lyon Park Woman's Club 
Potluck Lunch 
at the Community Center 
12:00 p.m.

1/25

Annual Pancake Breakfast 
at the Community Center 
8:00–10:30 a.m. (coffee & cake 
from 10:00–11:00 a.m.)

3/4
Lyon Park Blood Drive 
at the Community Center

Wishing happiness and good Wishing happiness and good 
health to all in the new year!health to all in the new year!
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Visit the website for more information, and to check 
availability on the online calendar:

www.LyonPark.info

Email: rent@lyonpark.info with any questions.Rent the 
Lyon Park Community Center

Residents of Lyon Park and Ashton Heights are eligible for a 
special “resident rental rate” when booking the Community 
Center for their own event. 
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Mailing Address:  
LPCA, P.O. Box 100191, Arlington, VA 22210

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President 
Michael Kunkler:  lyonparkpresident@gmail.com

Vice-President/Development 
Anne Bodine:  annebodine@yahoo.com

Vice-President/Neighborhood Conservation 
Tabitha Ricketts:  tabitharicketts@gmail.com

Vice-President/Special Events 
Paul Showalter:  LyonParkEvents@gmail.com

Treasurer 
John Ausink:  johnausink@earthlink.net

Secretary/Historian 
Elizabeth Sheehy:  elizabeth.r.sheehy@gmail.com

Membership Chair 
Natalie Roy:  natalieuroy@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms 
David Morgan:  david.ermorgan@gmail.com

Members at Large 
Bess Zelle:  besszelle@gmail.com 
Spiro Roiniotos:  spiridon@gmail.com

OTHER IMPORTANT CONTACTS

Board of Governors (BoG): lpccgovernors@gmail.com

LPCA Representatives to the BoG: 
John Ausink, Natalie Roy, Paul Showalter, Kim Franklin, 
Ann Reimers

Woman’s Club Representatives to the BoG 
Bill Anhut, David Newman, Jeannette Wick, Shelya White, 
Elizabeth Wray

LPCA Representative to Doorways  
Saiful Amin:  saiful.amin@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor 
Elizabeth Sheehy:  lyonparkeditor@gmail.com

LPCC Rental Agent 
Cindy Stroup:  rent@lyonpark.info

Arlington Civic Federation Reps 
Laureen Daly:  lddaly12@gmail.com 
Saiful Amin:  saiful.amin@gmail.com 
Jess Thibodeau:  JessThibodeau@gmail.com 
Natalie Roy:  natalieuroy@gmail.com 
Alt. Rep: Niels Poulsen:  Poulsen.N@gmail.com

TEEN SERVICES

Fill out the form on the Teen Services page to get listed here and on 
the website: [www.lyonpark.org/explore/resources/teen-services]!
•	 Ella Bomberger, 18, Babysitter, Dog Walker, Mother’s Helper, Plant Sitter. 

Red Cross certified. Text: (571) 775-9205. 
•	 Zoe Bomberger, 15, Babysitter, Dog Walker, Mother’s Helper, Plant Sitter. 

Red Cross certified. Text: (703) 298-3233
•	 Sloane Escobar, 16, Babysitter, Dog Walker. Free most days after 3 p.m.. 

Red Cross certified. Text: (703) 870-1847, Email: sloane_escobar@
icloud.com

•	 Lily Fine-Albert, 14, Babysitter, Dog Walker, Odd Jobs, Pet Sitter. CPR & 
Red Cross Certified. Text: (240) 796-6962, Email:  
lilyfinealbert@gmail.com

•	 Cameron Hershey, 16, Babysitter, Dog Walker, Mother's Helper, Odd 
Jobs, Plant Sitter, Pet Sitter, Shoveling, Yard Work, Glass recycling. Text: 
(703) 505-9729, Email: mhershey28@gmail.com

•	 Kate Kiriakou, 17, Babysitter, Odd Jobs, Pet Sitter, House Sitter. Red 
Cross Certified. Text: (703) 587-9277, Email:  
kiriakoufamily23@gmail.com 

•	 Max Kiriakou, 17, Shoveling, Yard Work, Lawn Mowing and Trimming 
and I have my own equipment! Text: (571) 244-8982

•	 Delaney Loughney, 17, Babysitter, Dog Walker, Odd Jobs, Plant Sitter, 
Pet Sitter. Text: (571) 458-0512

•	 Mira Malovany, 13, Mother's Helper, Pet Sitter. Text: (703) 483-1550 
•	 Emmy Milam, 13, Babysitter, Dog Walker, Mother's Helper. Two years of 

experiece. Red Cross Certified. Text: (646) 407-6459
•	 Jaquelin Nieser, 16, Babysitter, Dog Walker, Pet Sitter. Have experience 

with exotic pets (lizard and hedgehog), Red Cross Certified. Call/Text: 
(571) 239-7408

•	 Kailee O'Meara, 15, Babysitter, Pet Sitter, Mother's Helper. Text: (571) 
536-8664

•	 Leo Pegoraro, 14, Babysitter, Mother's Helper, Plant Sitter, Pet Sitter. 
Scout Certified. Text: (571) 220-6548

•	 Olivia Pike, 16, Babysitter, Mother's Helper, Plant Sitter. Text: (703) 687-
8222, Email: oliviaapikee@gmail.com

•	 Kai Rasmussen, 16, Odd Jobs, Plant Sitter, Shoveling, Yard Work. Text: 
(571) 699-5579

•	 Rosalie Reilly, 14, Dog Walker, Plant Sitter, Cat Sitter. Text:  
(703) 966-3598.

•	 Ellsie Seward, 16, Viola and Violin Help/Tutoring/Lessons. Text: (703) 
473-5051.

•	 Mae Seward, 18, Babysitter, Mother’s Helper. Red Cross Certified. Text: 
(703) 473-3378.

•	 Bella Sullivan, 13, Babysitter, Mother's Helper. Text: (202) 486-5520, 
Email: irenasullivan11@gmail.com

•	 Lauren Thomas, 18, Babysitter, Dog Walker, Mother's Helper, Plant Sitter. 
Red Cross Certified. Text: (571) 352-0605

•	 Morgan Thomas, 15, Dog Walker, Plant Sitter, Pet Sitter. Text: (240) 810-
4834

•	 Charlotte Walsh, 16, Tutor - First session free, up to 7th grade. Will help 
with math, science and English. Text: (571) 351-9452

•	 Josie Whitaker, 16, Babysitter, Plant Sitter. Red Cross Certified. Text: 
(703) 717-1993
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List of Our Lifetime (Members, that is)—Please Join Us in the LPCA!
Lyon Park residents and residence owners are eligible for membership in the LPCA. Memberships run from October 1st to September 
30th of each year. Only members can vote at LPCA meetings. If you have any questions, please email lyonparkpresident@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES:  1 YEAR: $10  |  2 YEARS: $20  |  LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP: $250

Fill out the form on our website to join! www.lyonpark.org/connect/join-lpca-volunteer

Ryan Albert and Beth Fine 
Christa & Ben Abbott 
Elizabeth & Joseph Ahern 
Dean Amel & Terry Savela 
John Andelin & Virginia Geoffrey 
Troy & Courtney Anderson 
Bill & Dale Anhut 
Arshia Arvandi & John Fiske 
Eric Baldwin 
Michael & Laura Bannach 
John Barbato 
Deborah Barber & Adam Rasmussen 
Jeff & Lois Baron 
Alexander Barrick 
Don Barringer & Evelyn Harpham 
Ellen & Melanie Barlett 
Mary Battiata 
Shrive & Sylan Beck 
Randy Bell & Tim Jablonski 
Constance Betterton & Christopher Salotti 
Edward & Catherine Betts 
Lt. Col. Richard & Patricia Bew 
Laura Jane Bishop 
Doris Boblett 
Joseph & Martha Bohman 
Charles Boshart & Jennifer Dunlap 
Ann & Jackson Boswell 
Robert & Erika Braddock 
Cory L. & Mary J. Bradley 
Robbie Brehaut & Laureen Daly 
Bernadette Brennan & Grace Chan 
Risa Browder & John Moran 
Marguerite Brown 
Mary Ann Brown 
Wendell and Alice Brown 
Laura Browning and Erik Lewis 
Amy Buckli and Dan Fiore 
David Burgess & Kate Mounteer 
Len and Missie Burman 
Tim and Rachel Burns 
Christopher & Thelma Burns 
Camille Burruto 
Bob Byers & Christine Zarate 
Aubrey & Mary Kay Carlson 
Timothy Carr 
Ron Cathell & Tagrid Wahba 
Linda & Michael Caudell-Feagan 
Nancy Chabot & Rob Layden 
Lisa & Kevin Chamness 

Duong Chau 
Chun & Khen Chen 
John Cibinic 
Thora Colot 
Christy Compton 
Reid Coploff and Arielle Pacer 
John Cornejo 
Kim Chi Crittendon 
Jalane & Antonio Daschke 
Matthew & Debra Davis 
Sharon Davis 
Douglas & Toni Delancey 
Sara DeWitt 
John & Cathy Drinkwater 
Geoff Drucker & Michele Werner 
Laura Dryden & Robert VanHoek 
Martha Duggan & Doug McLennan 
Lawrence Eichorn & Laura Mazzarella 
Andrew & Diana Elby 
Erik & Jennifer Endo 
Randy and Sandra Erwin  
David & Christine Etue 
Penny Everline  
Ross Fairbrother 
Milt & Joyce Fall 
Michael & Julia Fazio 
Joshua & Virginia Feira 
Timothy & Jill Felker 
Margaret Fibel 
John and Kim Franklin 
Lindalou Friesen 
John Fry & Maureen Thompson 
Bill & Karen Gahr 
Faith Galetshoge & Brent Schaefer 
Dylan & Stacey Gallagher 
Joshua Gallin & Nara Hojvat-Gallin 
David Gallina & Kattie Lee 
Lorraine Gardner & Peter Hogan 
James Garrett 
Paul & Molly Geary 
Stephen Geiger & Jane Hopkins 
Aaron George & Dina Munasifi 
Diane Gianelli and Steve Keller 
Jonathon Gibbons & Emily Shapiro 
Jeffrey Gluckman 
John & Carol Goldener 
Mary Good 
Carl Good 
Elizabeth & Adam Goodman 

Gary Gortenburg & Anne Purcell 
David Grahn & Jill Nusbaum 
Georgia & Robert Gray 
Allison Gurnitz & Mike Grimm 
Renee Gutshall 
Judith Hafner 
Ona Hahs & Daniel Tenny 
Buddy & Cindy Hardeman 
Elsa Haubold and Anthony Tripp 
Diane Hauslein 
Elizabeth Hedges 
Orin Heend & Susan Philp 
David Henry & Sara DeWitt 
Florence Higbee 
Jeff Hoffman & Debra Kaplan 
Serena Hoy & James Reilly 
Emily Hughes & Mark Ilich 
Rebecca Jahandari 
Ethan James & Elizabeth Zelle 
Cecilia Javier & Anthony Schwarzwalder 
Heather Jones & Michael Lee 
Ting-Ting Kao & Jeff Courtemanche 
Paige & Keith Kellogg 
Karen & Bill Kelly 
Sean & Nicolette Kennealy 
Cameron Kilberg 
Mike & Jeananne Kim 
Debra & Derik Kraft 
Michael Kunkler & Suzanne Sullivan 
Stephen Lagarde 
Larry & Karen Lam 
Don & Pamela Lassell 
Chris & Hanna Laver 
Cheryl Lavoie 
Ineke Lavoie 
Al & Gwynne Lazure 
Andy Leighton & Helen White 
Jeffrey & Mary Lewis 
Rory Little 
Linda Lunsford 
Andrew & Davida MacDonald 
Jon Maclvor 
Emily and Neal Makely 
Elliott & Marlene Mandel 
Larry Mayer 
Marjory Mayer 
Amy and Chris Maynard 
Larry and Barbara McBride 
Marie and Daniel McClughen 

[continued on next page]
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Elizabeth McDade 
Richard & Patricia McMillan 
Kathleen McSweeney & Michael Rafky 
Andrew & Courtney Miller 
Conor Miller & Susan Sanders 
Mark and Tricia Montgomery 
Davie & Patrick Moran 
David Morgan 
Patricia Morison 
Rachel and Matthew Moynihan 
Dina Munasifi & Aaron George 
Brian & Alisa Neary 
Gerald & Liselotte Nelson 
Erica Nelson & John Sebastian 
Brad Nelson & Heather Wiggins 
Nancy Neubert & James Swigert 
Sara & David Newman 
Amy and Tom Nice 
Katherine Nuss 
Alice O’Brien & Joel McElain 
David O’Callaghan & Amy Stilwell 
C & A Ogren 
Linda O’Leary 
Thomas Orlik & Helena Fu 
James and Joan Packer 
Andy & Miyuki Parris 
Matthew and Lea Alice Parris 
Ari & Andrea Pearlman 
Karon & Kendell Pease 
Michael & Sue Ann Peebles 
Rob & Katie Pegoraro 
Claire and Dave Peters 
Andrew Peterson 

Ella Pfeiffer 
Susan Philp & Orin Heend 
Jennifer and Reid Porter 
John Powell 
Kristina & Eric Pratt 
Joe & Jill Presta 
L. Viktoria Pretzman & John Barbato 
Gary & Kit Putnam 
R.L. Ralston 
Hallie Rasmussen 
Raju Rathod & Maria Gregoriou 
Carol Rees 
Emma Revollo 
Diane and Mark Richer 
Haris Riris & Mary Smaragdis 
Jacki Rizzo 
Dale Roberts 
Ann Robertson & Gordon Quattlebaum 
John and Betsy Robinson 
The Rockwell Family 
Spiro Roiniotis & Julia Young 
John & Darcy Rosenbaum 
David & Heather Rostker 
Keri Rowland & Joan Sullivan 
Natalie U. Roy & Manik (Nikki) Roy 
Lisa Ruff and Hugh Donart 
Deborah & Michael Sauri 
Aaron Schuetz 
Jim & Sheila Selario 
Annemarie & Marc Selvitelli 
James & Kerin Seward 
Andy & Lynn Shotwell 
Paul & Sharon Showalter 

Anna Siney 
Mary “Shelly” Smith 
Katie & Scott Snider 
Harbans & Raksha Sood 
William Stewart, Jr. and Terri Stewart 
Jim & Debra Strudwick 
Jason & Amelia Swanson 
Jen Swedish & Jason Holt 
Yi JY Tao 
Millie & Terri Thomas 
Gregory & Kate Thornton 
Jessica Thibodeau & David Cho 
Mark & Jerry Trachtman 
Srini & Bridget Turaga 
Elinor Tyson 
Robert & Janine Velasco 
Grant Vinik 
Bill & Marjorie Vogelson 
John Wagner 
Daniel & Sharon Wells 
Katie Wethman & Kenny Garfinkle 
Theresa & Dave Whelan 
Josh Meyer & Erin White 
Sheyla White 
Brian Williams 
Clarence & Deborah Wills 
Gregory & Alvera Wilson 
Elizabeth Wray 
Kaitlin Yarnall & Shikhin Agarwai 
Peter Zirnite & Nicole Chulick 
Jonathon Zuckerman & Jenny Fey

1924 
to 

2024

Years of Lyon Park
Community Gatherings

Join Us to Celebrate

Stay tuned! More information on the Lyon Park Centennial will be in the 
February 2025 edition of our newsletter.

We want to hear from you!
Interested in contributing to the newsletter? We are looking 
for articles (350–400 words) about local spots, highlighting 
the vibe and food options to encourage readers to try 
something new. Contact lyonparkeditor@gmail.com to offer 
a submission. Please note: the newsletter deadline for the 
February newsletter is January 15th.

Recap of the December LPCA Meeting
The minutes of the December, 2024 LPCA meeting can be 
found on the Lyon Park website: https://lyonpark.org/about/
governance/lpca-meeting-minutes/

mailto:lyonparkeditor%40gmail.com?subject=
https://lyonpark.org/about/governance/lpca-meeting-minutes/
https://lyonpark.org/about/governance/lpca-meeting-minutes/
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A Jewel in the Heart of Lyon Park
By Elizabeth Sheehy

Lyon Park is known for the diversity of its residences, and is also home 
to some unique, family-run businesses, especially along Washington 
Blvd. The shops include a florist, café, barber shop and several eateries.

Just in time for Valentine’s Day, let’s introduce you to one special 
business that you may not have visited—Sacramento Jewelers (2718 
Washington Blvd.), owned and operated by Teodoro Naranjo, assisted 
by his wife Janet and their children. Ted came to this country in 1976 
from Ecuador and found work as a polisher at a well-known jewelry 
store in Falls Church. Its owner sent him to school for his goldsmith 
certificate, and after a few years, Ted started his own jewelry business 
in the tiny back room of a clock repair shop on Washington Blvd., in 
Lyon Park. He returned to Falls Church when he bought the jewelry 
shop from his mentor, but closed its doors in 2006 as the rent 
skyrocketed. As fate would have it, that same month, the owner of 
the clock shop passed away, and Ted happily took over the space, 
operating Sacramento Jewelers ever since.

Sacramento Jewelers has a beautiful assortment of precious stone rings, bracelets, earrings and other 
adornments. Ted’s specialty is designing and hand-making pieces, as well as working with silver and repairing 
heirloom jewelry. He also replaces watch batteries and straps, at a fair price and with a smile, unlike many jewelry 
stores who sneer at small jobs.

To understand the exceptional service offered here, check out the reviews on YELP. Customers rave about Ted’s 
skill, honesty and the value of his business’ work. You will need to ring the bell to enter the store—a concession 
to today’s security realities—but once in you will receive family service. Valentine’s Day is only a month away and 
nothing builds community like shopping local!
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ADDITIONS | RENOVATIONS | NEW HOMES

coupardarchitects.com
703.533.3210

Scenes from 
the (soggy) 

2024 
Turkey Trot 

C A L L  U S

7 0 3 - 3 5 1 - 7 6 0 0

General household maintenance 
Repairs 
Remodeling 
Plumbing 
Electrical 
HVAC
Appliance repair  
Yard and seasonal 
Roofing and gutters  
Pest control

. . .  and more

WE'RE YOUR COMPREHENSIVE
SOLUTION FOR ALL HANDYMAN
SERVICES
  
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 

W W W . C L A R E N D O N H O M E S E R V I C E S . C O M
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2024 Children’s Holiday Party
By Paul Showallter, Santa’s Head Elf

The Lyon Park Community Center was bursting at the seams with 
kids and parents at the children’s holiday party. We had activities at 
every table—creativity and smiles were everywhere. Gallons of hot 
chocolate flowed, mini marshmallows were dunked, and hundreds of 
candy canes were consumed. Cookies and more cookies were eaten 
by the handfuls. Our cheerful volunteers were decked out in their red 
and green aprons, elf hats and vests and Santa made another special 
visit to Lyon Park. Children formed lines to visit Santa and his elves at 
his indoor sleigh and created lifelong memories. The look in a child’s 
eye when they first see Santa is precious.

Many thanks to the parents and kids who came out and enjoyed the 
party. Our community volunteers were extremely helpful, and the party 
wouldn’t have happened without them. Santa was a bundle of smiles 
and laughs, as always.

Darcy Rosenbaum created magical moments and an enchanting scene in the center—nobody decorates or plans 
a party like Darcy! The Lyon Park “naughty or nice” list was a great addition—check the photos to see where you 
ended up. The Lyon Park website will have links to all the photos we took at the event. Enjoy the photos, they are 
priceless.
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lawn mowing & turf care • leaf removal • leaf vacuum service • 
general cleanup • weeding beds • edge & mulch • trimming shrubs • 
gutter cleaning • drainage & grading • sodding & other work

www.paulsbestlawn.com
703.204.2826

full service property maintenance, local family owned

 

ZZaakkhhaarr  ZZaakkhhaarreevviicchh  
zzaakkhhaarreevviicchhppiiaannoo@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

557711--334400--66115577  

AAllll    aaggeess  aanndd  lleevveellss  
  

WWiillll  tteeaacchh  iinn  yyoouurr  
hhoommee 

PPIIAANNOO  
LLEESSSSOONNSS  
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Lyon Park Community Bids Fairwell to Local Community Leader Francis O’Leary

Francis X. O’Leary, a longtime Lyon Park resident and community leader passed away this summer.  O’Leary was a 
fixture in Arlington politics for decades and contributed to making our community a better place for all of us. May 
his memory be a blessing.

Abridged Obituary below was published by The Washington Post on July 2, 2024.

Francis Xavier O’Leary “Frank,” retired Treasurer of Arlington County, Virginia, passed away on June 7, 2024, after 
a heroic battle with leukemia.

Mr. O’Leary was first elected as Arlington County Treasurer in 1983 by a total of 89 votes, earning him the 
nickname “Landslide O’Leary”. He served from January of 1984 until his retirement in June of 2014. This made 
him the second longest tenured Constitutional Officer in the modern era in the County. He would point with 
particular pride to several accomplishments during his thirty years in office. His policies lowered the County’s tax 
delinquency rate…. achieved a higher rate of return on county investments…..[and] modernized the Treasurer’s 
Office to reflect the diversity of the Arlington community.

Frank O’Leary was born on July 2,1943, in New York City, NY. The son of a career Army officer, he graduated from 
Frankfurt American High School in Germany. He attended the United States Military Academy at West Point 
but later transferred to Georgetown University where he graduated in 1966 with a Bachelor of Science Foreign 
Service (BSFS) degree with a major in Economic Theory. He completed the course work for a Master’s degree in 
Economic Theory from Georgetown University in 1967.

Mr. O’Leary’s lifetime in public service included membership after college in the New Jersey and District of 
Columbia National Guard and continued with David Hackett Associates where he worked on a host of anti-poverty 
programs focused on inner city employment initiatives. 

Through many decades, Frank O’Leary was involved in numerous charitable and community efforts in his 
Arlington community. He served in various capacities for his Lyon Park civic association, including his role 
leading the successful fight against the county’s plans to turn his neighborhood street into a busy commuter 
thoroughfare. ¬¬¬As scoutmaster for Cub Scout Pack 104 at Clarendon United Methodist Church he reenergized 
what had been a struggling organization. In honor of his friend, the late Delegate Warren Stambaugh who 
authored the Virginians with Disabilities Act, Mr. O’Leary helped create and was the longtime President of the 
Stambaugh Foundation. Over the course of twenty-one years, he led the foundation in donating over $200,000 
in awards to organizations serving the disabled community or paying for renovations to make local structures 
more accessible.

He was deeply involved in raising money for several local organizations including the Arlington Historical Society, 
the Arlington Black Heritage Museum, AHOME (Affordable Housing), and the Arlington Red Cross. In recent years, 
Mr. O’Leary was active in the Arlington Optimists and was awarded the Arlington Interservice Club Council Man of 
the Year Award in 2022.

Frank O’Leary was a strong Democrat who mentored scores of candidates, raised funds for local campaigns and 
committees and aided the Arlington Democratic Party in establishing its dominance over county elections since 
the 1980s. 

He worked tirelessly to support the USS Arlington Commissioning Committee, helping to raise $438,000 to honor 
the US Navy ship named for Arlington’s role in responding to the attacks of September 11, 2001. After the ship 
was commissioned in 2013, he was active in the USS Arlington-Community Alliance established to foster links 
between the county’s namesake ship, its captain, crew, and the Arlington community.

Frank O’Leary is survived by his devoted wife of 56 years, Linda Banigan O’Leary, his brother, Terence O’Leary, his 
daughter, Heather O’Leary Moore (Martin), and their daughter, Brianna and his son, Brian O’Leary (Susan) and their 
two sons, Ian and Rory. He will also be missed by countless friends, allies, colleagues and associates whose lives 
he touched in his 80 years.

Please note: Paid advertisements in the Lyon Park Bulletin do not reflect any official position of the LPCA.
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Let Your Voice Be Heard!

Hi, my name is Poppyseed and I’m 
an adorable mini Sheepadoodle.  
I’m ¾ poodle and ¼ Old English 
Sheep Dog and at 2 ½ as frisky 
as a puppy.  I just moved here in 
October but I already love shaking 
hands with people on my walks 
and playing fetch endlessly in 
my backyard on Edgewood St.  
My favorite evening is when my 
humans Eric G. & Lauren W. have 
company and forget to carefully 
guard the charcuterie board!  
When we meet, I’m very friendly, 
don’t bark, but I might try to herd 
the other dogs in the park.  Guess 
it’s in my genes!

The Pets of Lyon Park
By Laureen Daly

TRIVISTAUSA.COM P.  703.243.3171DESIGN + BUILD H O M E  R E M O D E L I N G

Lyon Park Woman’s Club
Next meeting: January 16th at noon

The Woman’s Club is for everyone, women and men. We meet the third Thursday of the month at noon at the 
community center for a delicious potluck lunch. We have a great time socializing but we also contribute to the 
community, such as volunteering for the Chili Dinner, the Spring Fair, the Pancake Breakfast, and the Halloween 
Bonfire. For more info, contact Elizabeth Wray at ejswray@yahoo.com

mailto:ejswray@yahoo.com
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Bringing the Irving-Ivy Greenway Section into Compliance
By Brooke Alexander

At the January 8 LPCA meeting, we will discuss the Greenway Section between Irving Street and Ivy Street. Though 
technically in Ashton Heights, the issue should interest Lyon Park residents. This article from the Ashton-Heights 
newsletter, reprinted with permission, offers some background.

This is a saga about the first AH Greenway section, and 
I wish it had a better ending. The first Greenway section 
came to be with the granting of Use Permit U-1794-68-
4 on R-6 zoned properties at 930 Irving Street and 927 
Ivy Street.

Where is this located? It’s on the neighborhood side of 
the businesses along 10th Street (Vespa, WBM used 
cars, and Budget Rental) between Ivy and Irving Street. 

A little history. I got involved because of the 
landscaping. 

In the summer of 2023, the County was pressing for 
the landscaping to be re-installed; most of it had died. I 
approached the tenant to ask if he would be interested 
in installing native plants, relying heavily on canopy 
trees with an understory of perennials for pollinators. 
The land is owned by Edmunds Motors. The tenant, Ali 
Nezam, was enthusiastic in his support for this idea. 

 He asked me if I would make him a plan. I agreed. He 
asked me to source and price the material, to which I 
also agreed. I developed a landscape plan which was 
cheaper than re-installing the plants that are called for 
in a 1982 County landscaping plan. 

The plan I developed had the additional benefits of 
adding to the neighborhood tree canopy and feeding 
the local ecosystem, and complying with the Ashton 
Heights Tree Canopy and Native Plant Principles.  

To change landscape plans required an application 
to the County.  Mr. Nezam asked me to fill out the 
form, which I did, including the proper sized graphics, 
and thumb drive requirements. I also spoke with the 
county staff on the owner’s behalf to affirm that the 
Administrative Change would be positively reviewed.  

I obtained 6 free trees that I kept alive on my driveway, 
awaiting planting; offered my member discount on 
native perennials from Earth Sangha and to deliver 
the plants; and arranged a free Tree Canopy Fund tree 

which was planted. Mr. Nezam asked me to oversee his 
landscape crew in planting the 6 trees. But on May 2 
the landscaper (and I) discovered that there is 7 inches 
of packed gravel on this site. This is inhospitable to 
plants and likely contributed to the previous plants’ 
demise.  

When I looked more deeply into the 193 pages of 
County records on the permit, I found that in 2012, the 
fence along the Greenway had been removed, and the 
Greenway paved over with these 7 inches of packed 
gravel, in order to enlarge the parking lot. The County 
subsequently required the plantings to be re-installed, 
and that was done in 2014. Unfortunately, the County 
did not require that the paving be removed at that point.  

Current status: After all this elapsed time, and work, 
the owner and tenant installed plantings on Dec. 4..   
Unfortunately they used the 1982 plan.  They did not 
apply for an Administrative Change for permission to 
use the native plants. This is disappointing on several 
fronts, but they have the right to do just that. The 7 
inches of packed gravel remain. Oh, and the plants on 
the Ivy Street frontage were planted in the wrong place. 

Before this occurred, the AHCA wrote to Arlington 
officials about the landscaping and other compliance 
issues. 
“We request that if the landowner does not wish to 
pursue the alternative plan developed by Brooke 
Alexander, that the landowner be required to bring the 
property up to Arlington’s current code for landscaping 
for parking lots as a condition of renewing the Use 
Permit,” the letter states.

From 1968 until 1996, the County reviewed this 
Use Permit every 6-36 months. The County has not 
reviewed this Use Permit since 1996.  AH named 15 
compliance issues, in addition to the landscaping 
issues, in this recent letter to the Board. The County is 
moving to examine these now. I will be able to update 
you next month. Stay tuned!
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Order a Historical Lyon Park House Plaque

Application and Ordering System

•	 Cost: 
$275 for each 7”x5” Bronze Plaque, which includes shipping 
(payable by check or Venmo)

	» Venmo: @LyonParkCommunityCenter (subject=LP plaque)
	» Make check payable to Lyon Park Community Center
	» Send application to:

Lyon Park Community Center
PO Box 100191
Arlington, VA 22210 

	» Any amount given above the $275 cost will be considered a tax-deductible donation and will be placed in 
the Lyon Park History Fund 

•	 Production: 
May take 12–18 weeks

•	 Mounting: 
Select front or back mounting, depending on the mounting location (see below for details)

•	 Questions: 
Contact lyonparkhistory@gmail.com

Name of homeowner(s):

Contact email: Phone:

Property address:

Year built:

Note: Do NOT rely on Historic District data. It is occasionally inaccurate. Tax records are usually more accurate. https://
propertysearch.arlingtonva.us/home/search

Lyon Park Historic District Building Registration #000-  (if applicable)

https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/000-7820_Lyon_Park_Historic_District_2003_Final_Nomination.pdf

Type of mount: (select one) 
  Front Mount (best for drywall and wood surfaces)
  Rear Mount (best for brick, stone and some stucco)

  Yes, I would you like to include a house story on the Lyon Park website (we will be in touch!) 

Please attach any other evidence confirming construction year.

Mounting options:  
•	 Plaques are either front mounted (with holes drilled through the front of the plaque and screwed into anchors 

placed in the mounting surface, such as drywall and wood) or rear mounted (studs on the back of the plaque 
that are pushed into holes drilled in the mounting surface, such as brick, stone, and some stucco surfaces). 

•	 Need some other type of mount? Let us know! We have many other types of mounts for various applications. 

Example of a plaque for a house built in 1929.

mailto:lyonparkhistory%40gmail.com?subject=
https://propertysearch.arlingtonva.us/home/search
https://propertysearch.arlingtonva.us/home/search
https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/000-7820_Lyon_Park_Historic_District_2003_Final_Nomination.pdf
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BoG Update
Starting January 1st, the rental agent for the Lyon Park Community Center, as well as the cleaning services provid-
er, will be Lori Cruz and her company, TNAG Cleaning Services.  Lori and her company were selected following an 
intensive and extensive search and review process.  In October, the Board of Governors (BOG) published, in mul-
tiple outlets, requests for individuals and companies interested in filling either of two separate positions: a rental 
agent and a cleaning service, on a contract basis.  We are very excited that Lori and her staff will be able to fill 
both of those roles!  We believe having a single point of contact for rental agent services and cleaning functions 
will streamline the operation of the community center and improve the experience of everyone using the facility.

Lori Cruz brings more than 20 years of business experience, including cleaning residential and commercial prop-
erties and property management.  In early 2019, after her mother-in-law retired, Lori took over the family’s clean-
ing business. Many of TNAG’s current clients are residents of Lyon Park. The company, founded in the 1980s, 
initially offered residential cleaning services in North and South Arlington.  In addition to the skills required of a 
rental agent, Lori also has experience in managing budgets for significant repairs, maintenance projects and capi-
tal expenditures.  As an added bonus, Lori is also fluent in both English and Spanish!  Fun fact about the business 
name: TNAG (pronounced tee-nag) stands for The North Arlington Group. 

47 Langston Blvd., Suite A
Arlington, VA 22207
Cell: 703-598-2785
        571-677-2566
homepaige4u@gmail.com
paigekelloggrealtor.com
Licensed in Virginia

The market is changing—call me for a predictive analysis strategy!

47 Lee Hwy  Suite A
Arlington, VA 222017
Cell: 703-598-2785
    571-677-2566
homepaige4u@gmail.com
paigekelloggreltor.com
Licensed in VA

Interview with Small Business Owner Sofonias
Gebretsadick of Idido’s Coffee and Social House

  Elaine Simmons
Why did you want to open a small business in Arlington?
I lived in DC and came to Arlington often to shop at places like
Toys-R-Us . I chose Arlington over Silver Spring because I knew
the area, as did my business partner, Mesfin Demise, who lived
nearby. Here we are well situated right next to Columbia Pike
on the north-south artery, Walter Reed.

What do people like best about Idido?
The combination of quality product, a comfortable lounge area,
and friendly service. Yes, we serve excellen La Colombe coffee,
but also simple, fresh food. I love to see people enjoying a meal
here. Many of my staff have been with me since we opened,
and they share my goal to make people happy. They know they
can replace any food or drink the customer is not satisfied with;
they don’t have to ask me. Our high ratings indicate we are
succeeding in making people happy.

As a Black-owned business you have a wonderfully diverse
clientele; it’s a real melting pot here!
Yes, that’s one of my favorite things about the job; it is a truly
American small business where all are welcome, and everyone
gets treated well. Many of my clients have made friendships
with people they may not normally meet in the course of their
daily lives.

What are the main challenges you face as a small business
owner?
Covid was a challenge; our business dropped last spring for two
months but has steadily come back. It was so sad to see the
lounge area deserted before business picked up again. My
happy hour business declined but we are now doing brisk sales
of beer and wine to-go given our reasonable prices.

Being a small business owner is challenging; banks will not lend
you money until you are well established. Even getting a
business credit card is difficult. But it is very satisfying to
employ a total of 8 people. I am always telling my young staff
that if they work hard, they will do well.

Sofonias, you are a true believer in the American Dream!!

Paige Kellogg
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Thank you 
neighbors, 
for saving 

lives!

NEW HOMES    ADDITIONS    RENOVATIONS

info@eq-builds.com
703-868-1184

eq-builds.com
   @eq_builds

We are proud to announce that our 
community donated 41 units of blood at 
the December 4 blood drive. Way to go!

The Lyon Park and Ashton Heights 
neighborhoods continue to show their 
strong support for our partnership with the 
American Red Cross. A number of donors 
are regulars and we love seeing them at 
the community center. In addition, several 
people stepped forward in response to 
a last minute request to fill a few open 
spots. Many thanks!

Odds have it that someone you know 
will need blood in your lifetime. In fact, 
every two seconds someone in America 
needs blood, from trauma victims to 
cancer patients, to mothers giving birth to 
premature babies and so many more. Each pint of blood can help save up to 
three lives and will touch the lives of many others. What a great way to pay it 
forward and make an impact in our community and across the country.

Did you know that whole blood donors can donate every 56 days? We would 
love for regular and new donors alike to join us again at the next drive. Be on 
the lookout for information on our next drive on March 4, 2025.

Jeff Hoffman, Red Cross Donor 
Ambassador, greeting donors 

at the community center

By Maggie Hershey
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Put our energy  
to work for you!

Bicycling Realty Group 
www.bicyclingrealty.com

703-819-4915
Natalie Roy

Natalieuroy@gmail.com
Licensed in VA, DC and MD

Karen Grunstra
Karen_grunstra@kw.com

Licensed in VA

Michele Moore
Micheledpayne@gmail.com

Licensed in VA

Aliyah Barnes
aliyah.barnes714@gmail.com

Licensed in VA

Each Keller Williams Office is 
independently owned and operated

KW Metro Center, 2111 Wilson Boulevard, #1050  |  Arlington VA  |  22201  |  703-224-6000

Thank you Arlington Magazine readers for 
voting Team Leader Natalie Roy one of your 

top real estate agents in 2023!


