
January 2024

Upcoming Events

1/10

LPCA Monthly Meeting  
at the Community Center
7:00 p.m. Meeting Start; 
8:30 p.m. Socializing

1/18

Lyon Park Woman's Club 
Potluck Lunch 
at the Community Center 
12:00 p.m.

1/20
Lyon Park Pancake Breakfast 
at the Community Center 
8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

President’s Message
by Michael Kunkler, LPCA President 
lyonparkpresident@gmail.com  |  571–243–3552

Reduce, reuse, recycle is the Earth-friendly alliteration so familiar 

to many of us.  However, prior to our 13 Dec LPCA meeting 

with a presentation by Douglas Krietemeyer, an Environmental 

Sustainability Planner from the Department of Environmental 

Services, I would have never thought how (not if) to properly 

recycle had so many different perspectives.  The conversation 

was spirited; topics ranged from grass clippings and recycling in 

plastic bags (don’t!), if curbside glass recycling is coming back 

(not likely), and if 4” is the minimum dimension to recycle (yes). 

 

Personally, I like to look at recycling from a macro perspective of “if we don’t produce X new, we’re reducing the 

manufacturing impacts of that sector.”  Specifically for plastics, which require oil as a raw material, recycling 

drives down global demand, reducing oil prices at the pump and dependence on foreign producers.  In the end, 

though, the world can’t recycle ourselves out of the deleterious effects of industrialization.  However, perhaps 

we can find creative local ways to prolong the life of everyday objects so others can enjoy them when we are 

done.  From upcycling brutalist 1970’s Federal office buildings into mixed-use residential in our density cores, 

to a neighborhood sharing site for tools, to turning cardboard boxes into cat shelters (my kids give them to 

the Animal Welfare League), we can crowd source ideas on how best to tackle the problem of a “start from 

scratch” culture.  Arlington County currently assesses 78% of all waste is diverted from landfills/incineration 

through proper handling.  In 2015, the County established a goal of 90% diversion by 2038.  While many of us 

take pride in being the “most educated city (or small county)” in the U.S., Arlington County believes that further 

education is the most effective means to increase diversion from landfills/incineration by that 12% gap.  

The LPCA stands ready to maintain awareness of the County’s “simple” (yet often complicated) processes 

for optimal recycling and waste management, communicating to the membership our findings, and offering 

membership the ability to speak directly to County policy makers on their thoughts and opinions. At the LPCA, 

we’re going to make a dedicated effort to ensure our funds are spent on compostable drinkware, cutlery, and 

plates, as well strive to ensure proper recycling happens at our community events (very aspirational!). 

Delivered free to over 1,900 residences!

mailto:lyonparkpresident%40gmail.com?subject=


Join LPCA
Lyon Park residents and residence owners are eligible for 
membership in the LPCA. Memberships run from October 
1st to September 30th of each year. Only members can 
vote at LPCA meetings. 

If you have any questions, please email 
lyonparkpresident@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES:   
1 YEAR: $10 

2 YEARS: $20 
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP: $250

Fill out the form on our website to join! www.lyonpark.org/
connect/join-lpca-volunteer

Mailing Address:  
LPCA, P.O. Box 100191, Arlington, VA 22210

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President 
Michael Kunkler [lyonparkpresident@gmail.com]

Vice-President/Development 
Anne Bodine [annebodine@yahoo.com]

Vice-President/Neighborhood Conservation 
Tabitha Ricketts [tabitharicketts@gmail.com]

Vice-President/Special Events 
Paul Showalter [LyonParkEvents@gmail.com]

Treasurer 
John Ausink [johnausink@earthlink.net]

Secretary/Historian 
Elizabeth Sheehy  
[elizabeth.r.sheehy@gmail.com]

Membership Chair 
Natalie Roy [natalieuroy@gmail.com]

Sergeant at Arms 
David Morgan [david.ermorgan@gmail.com]

Members at Large 
Bess Zelle [besszelle@gmail.com] 
Spiro Roiniotos [spiridon@gmail.com

OTHER IMPORTANT CONTACTS

LPCA Representatives to the Board  
of Governors  
John Ausink, Tabitha Ricketts, Natalie Roy, Aaron 
Schuetz, Paul Showalter

LPCA Representative to Doorways  
Saif Amin [saiful.amin@gmail.com]

Newsletter Editor 
Kathleen McSweeney  
[lyonparkeditor@gmail.com]

LPCC Rental Agent 
Cindy Stroup [rent@lyonpark.info]

Arlington Civic Federation Reps
Laureen Daly [lddaly12@gmail.com]
Michael Kunkler 
Natalie Roy

iGive partners with more than 1,700 online stores. It 
donates an average of 3% of what you spend to your 
selected charity. A typical shopper raises more than $100/
year. Get started at igive.com, which will tell you how to set 
up an account for the Lyon Park Community Center as your 
charity. 

Visit the website for more information, and to check 
availability on the online calendar:

www.LyonPark.info

Email: rent@lyonpark.info with any questions.

Rent the 
Lyon Park Community Center

Residents of Lyon Park and Ashton Heights are eligible 
for a special “resident rental rate” when booking the 
Community Center for their own event. 
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Please note: Paid advertisements in the  
Lyon Park Bulletin do not reflect any official 

position of the LPCA.

Teen Services

Interested in having your teen listed in the Lyon Park Bulletin and on the website? Simply fill out the form on the 
Teen Services page [www.lyonpark.org/explore/resources/teen-services] to share their information!

•	 Ella Bomberger, 18, Babysitter, Dog Walker, 
Mother’s Helper, Plant Sitter. Red Cross certified. 
Text: (571) 775–9205. 

•	 Zoe Bomberger, 15, Babysitter, Dog Walker, 
Mother’s Helper, Plant Sitter. Red Cross certified. 
Text: (703) 298–3233

•	 Sloane Escobar, 16, Babysitter, Dog Walker. Free 
most days after 3 pm. Red Cross certified. Text: 
(703) 870-1847, Email: sloane_escobar@icloud.
com

•	 Lily Fine-Albert, 13, Babysitter, Dog Walker, Odd 
Jobs, Pet Sitter. CPR & Red Cross Certified. Text: 
(240) 796–6962, Email: lilyfinealbert@gmail.com

•	 Marlena Gutshall, 18, Dog Walker, Pet Sitter. Text: 
(571) 499–3107, Email: marlenagutshall@gmail.
com

•	 Cameron Hershey, 16, Babysitter, Dog Walker, 
Mother's Helper, Odd Jobs, Plant Sitter, Pet Sitter, 
Shoveling, Yard Work, Glass recycling. Text: (703) 
505–9729, Email: mhershey28@gmail.com

•	 Kate Kiriakou, 17, Babysitter, Odd Jobs, Pet Sitter, 
House Sitter. Red Cross Certified. Text: (703) 
587–9277, Email: kiriakoufamily23@gmail.com 

•	 Max Kiriakou, 17, Shoveling, Yard Work, Lawn 
Mowing and Trimming and I have my own 
equipment! Text: (571) 244–8982

•	 Delaney Loughney, 17, Babysitter, Dog Walker, 
Odd Jobs, Plant Sitter, Pet Sitter. Text: (571) 
458–0512

•	 Mira Malovany, 12, Mother's Helper, Pet Sitter. 
Text: (703) 483–1550 

•	 Emmy Milam, 13, Babysitter, Dog Walker, Mother's 
Helper. Two years of experiece. Red Cross 
Certified. Text: (646) 407–6459

•	 Jaquelin Nieser, 16, Babysitter, Dog Walker, Pet 
Sitter. Have experience with exotic pets (lizard 
and hedgehog), Red Cross Certified. Call/Text: 
(571) 239–7408

•	 Leo Pegoraro, 13, Babysitter, Mother's Helper, 
Plant Sitter, Pet Sitter. Scout Certified. Text: (571) 
220-6548

•	 Olivia Pike, 16, Babysitter, Mother's Helper, Plant 
Sitter. Text: (703) 687–8222, Email: oliviaapikee@
gmail.com

•	 Kai Rasmussen, 16, Odd Jobs, Plant Sitter, 
Shoveling, Yard Work. Text: (571) 699–5579

•	 Bella Sullivan, 13, Babysitter, Mother's Helper. 
Text: (202) 486–5520, Email: irenasullivan11@
gmail.com

•	 Lauren Thomas, 18, Babysitter, Dog Walker, 
Mother's Helper, Plant Sitter. Red Cross Certified. 
Text: (571) 352–0605

•	 Morgan Thomas, 15, Dog Walker, Plant Sitter, Pet 
Sitter. Text: (240) 810–4834

•	 Josie Whitaker, 16, Babysitter, Plant Sitter. Red 
Cross Certified. Text: (703) 717–1993

Learn More about Lyon Park

Visit lyonpark.org to learn more about the history of 
our neighborhood and resident get togethers!

https://lyonpark.org/explore/resources/teen-services/
https://lyonpark.org
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A big THANK YOU to all who participated in the Blood Drive held December 6 at the Community Center. 

The American Red Cross collected 47 units of life-saving blood, exceeding our goal! Thank you also 

to Jennifer Dowling, Stefanie Hagemann, Natalie Roy, and Sara DeWalt for donating goodies – they 

were much appreciated by staff and donors alike. And a special shout-out to Paul Showalter who came 

through with lighting enhancements at the eleventh hour on a dark, overcast day and Christine Siegal, 

who effortlessly mastered the check-in process, so we never backed up.

Look for the next Blood Drive in late February/early March, once we get it on the schedule. Contact 

elizabeth.r.sheehy@gmail.com for more information.

lawn mowing & turf care • leaf removal • leaf vacuum service • 
general cleanup • weeding beds • edge & mulch • trimming shrubs • 
gutter cleaning • drainage & grading • sodding & other work

www.paulsbestlawn.com
703.204.2826

full service property maintenance, local family owned

mailto:elizabeth.r.sheehy%40gmail.com?subject=
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What is a Semiquincentennial? It’s a fancy and hard-

to-spell way of saying “half of 500 years,” and it 

describes the 250th Anniversary of the founding of 

our country (1776–2026). As the United States starts 

to focus on the upcoming milestone in 2026, Virginia 

is already off and running, and Arlington is playing a 

big role in the celebration. 

ArlingtonVA250 leadership, headed by Annette 

Benbow of the Arlington Historical Society, launched the process with a county-wide organizing meeting 

in November, which included an impressive cross-section of Arlington organizations and interest groups, 

from civic associations to historical groups, performing arts and military associations. As the planning gets 

underway, ArlingtonVA250 invites all who are interested in exploring and honoring our history to get involved. 

Here are a few key points that emerged from the meeting:

•	 The vision includes many types and themes of events, not limited to just the Revolutionary War era. 

•	 Events can commemorate any or all of America’s successes, failures, and continuing challenges.

•	 Events should reflect the many voices in Arlington’s diverse population. 

•	 Events are welcome through 2031 (250 years after the battles ended). 

•	 There are state resources and grant opportunities available. 

•	 The celebrations will likely include historical reenactments, visual and performing arts, highlighting historical 
places and artifacts, and community gatherings, parades, and more.

•	 Arlington will have a web page on the VA250 website outlining: What is Arlington’s Story; Places to See; and 
Events in Arlington.

Fifty years ago, the Bicentennial (1776–1976) ignited a renewed commitment to civic engagement, historical 

discovery, and appreciation for our nation’s great strengths and awareness of its weaknesses. The Lyon 

Park newsletter was started in 1976 to connect and inform neighbors of the important issues affecting the 

community. It will be exciting to see how Lyon Park chooses to commemorate another 50 years of “the great 

experiment” which dovetails with the centennial celebration of the Lyon Park Community Center, which was 

built of, by, and for the people of Lyon Park.

Planning will begin in earnest after the New Year, and meetings will be accessible via Zoom. Share your ideas 

at the January 10 LPCA meeting or contact elizabeth.r.sheehy@gmail.com.

Word of the Day: Semiquincentennial

mailto:elizabeth.r.sheehy%40gmail.com?subject=
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Lyon Park Woman’s Club Update

Despite its name, The Lyon Park Woman's Club is not 
just for women. We welcome everyone. The group 
meets the third Thursday of the month at noon 
at the Community Center for a delicious potluck 
lunch. We have a great time socializing at these 
gatherings. Our next potluck luncheon meeting will 

be 1/18/2024. 

Many neighbors know us by the popular cupcake 
sales we host throughout the year. We also run 
several annual events that help build our community, 
such as the Chili Dinner, the Spring Fair, the Pancake 
Breakfast, and the Halloween Bonfire. We are always 
looking for volunteers to staff these events, and it is 
a fun way to get to know our neighbors.

Please join us for good food and fellowship! For 
more info, contact Elizabeth Wray at ejswray@
yahoo.com or 703–522–1263.

mailto:ejswray%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:ejswray%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Neighborhood Planning Case Study: Livability 22202
By Jane Siegel, former Arlington County Planning Commissioner and Aurora Highlands resident

Following Amazon’s selection of Pentagon and Crystal City for their new headquarters in 2018, and prior to the 

advent of the Pentagon City Sector Plan, three neighborhood civic associations—Aurora Highlands, Arlington 

Ridge, and Crystal City—came together to create a document that detailed shared values and goals to achieve 

a better, more livable neighborhood. The resulting Livability 22202 framework, published in 2019 and shared 

with Arlington County planners, has influenced the County’s approach to the area’s large-scale development. 

The framework strongly recommended prioritizing public needs including open and green spaces, walkability, 

tree canopy, housing affordability, and other public goods. All completed in one year, a record for the process.

When the County went out with an RFP for the consultant to help manage the development process, it included 

the Livability 22202 program in the RFP. The Livability priorities influenced the negotiations with the County 

and the company and formed the basis of the Plan. More than a year after the authorization of the Plan, the 

County returned to the Livability 22202 creators to request a new read on citizen priorities. At an October 2023 

meeting, the three civic associations met to provide input, consider progress under the plan, and focus on 

which priorities require additional attention. 

Amazon’s HQ2 in Metropolitan Park, and the follow-on process, are successful examples of the much vaunted 

and criticized “Arlington Way.” To effectively exert citizen influence with the County, these neighborhoods first 

created consensus among themselves, articulated in some detail what is desired, developed contacts among 

stakeholders, and publicly presented their proposals. 

The Action Plan focuses on specific objectives and outcomes outlined to accommodate the expected growth 

over the next decades. Key priorities and recommended actions are summarized under the following topics:

•	 Address Housing Affordability

•	 Provide Essential Services Across the Community 

•	 Foster Environmental Sustainability 

•	 Encourage Engagement, Arts and Culture 

•	 Extend the Multimodal Transportation Network 

The issues and the politics may vary across Arlington, but the Arlington Way requires constructive citizen 

engagement, consensus building, leadership, and follow-through. The Livability 22202 framework and ongoing 

update process is a recent example of how civic associations can work together with the County to highlight 

shared priorities and positively influence planning outcomes.

https://livability22202.org/files/Livability22202-Action-Plan-v1.0-12-Nov-2019.pdf
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Children’s Holiday Party 2023
By Paul Showalter

Oh, the weather outside was frightful, but the party inside the community center, held on December 10, was so 

delightful! Decorations were placed by the chimney with care. Children participated in activities at every table—

paint and projects were everywhere. Hot chocolate flowed, mini marshmallows were dunked, and candy canes 

consumed. Cookies and jelly donuts were eaten by the handful. 

The elves expertly managed the lines of children waiting to visit Santa, who made an early December visit to 

Lyon Park. And kudos to Darcy Rosenbaum, our holiday party chair, created a magical and enchanting scene in 

the center—nobody decorates a party like Darcy! Natalie Roy and Kim Franklin added their expertise to ensure 

the event ran smoothly. Many thanks to the parents and kids who came out to enjoy the party. This is another 

of our treasured community annual events, which marked a terrific start to the holiday season and once more 

filled our Community House with the smiles and laughter of happy families.

Thank you to the volunteers, 
decked out in their aprons and elf hats, 

who made this celebration so successful!



www.lyonpark.org | January 2024 | page 9 



www.lyonpark.org | January 2024 | page 10 

Lyon Park’s Neighborhood Conservation Plan
By Tabitha Ricketts, Lyon Park’s Arlington Neighborhood Advisory Committee Representative

In 2019, a group of dedicated Lyon Park Citizens Association members compiled a 210-page document 

covering our neighborhood’s history, goals for the future, and areas of both interest and concern directly 

impacting our residents. This document is the 2019 Lyon Park Neighborhood Conservation Plan.

What is a Neighborhood Conservation Plan? It’s both a snapshot in time and a roadmap for the future, 

refreshed every 10 years by and for neighborhoods—like Lyon Park—that are members of the Arlington 

Neighborhood Program (formerly the Neighborhood Conservation Program). These Neighborhood Plans 

provide the framework for improvement projects neighborhood representatives submit for approval from the 

Arlington Neighborhood Advisory Committee (ArNAC). Once approved, these projects are put forward to the 

Arlington County Board for funding. The plan drives the projects, and the projects receive County funding to 

achieve the neighborhood’s goals—like increasing pedestrian safety measures, improving a County park, or 

planting more trees.

Lyon Park’s 2019 Neighborhood Plan covers 9 areas of interest to Lyon Park residents, as reported in a 2016 

resident survey: Land Use and Zoning, Street Conditions, Transportation and Traffic Management, Housing, 

Public Facilities and Services, Commercial and Business Areas, Historic Preservation, Urban Forestry, and 

Schools. These areas roll up to 3 neighborhood goals:

1.	 Adapting to growth and change.

2.	 Dealing with the challenges that come with density.

3.	 Getting Arlington County support for neighborhood initiatives such as traffic management and commercial 
development.

For a more in-depth breakdown of each of these topics, check out the slide deck I shared on the Lyon Park 

listserv. For full details, check out the plan itself, available on the Arlington Neighborhood Program website.

There are a number of aspirations laid out in Lyon Park’s plan—for improved drainage, holistic traffic planning, 

increased street lighting—that would make perfect projects for the County to execute on our behalf. But to get 

from plan to action we must: 1) break down ideas into tangible projects, with a target, a location, and a design; 

and 2) gather neighborhood support to send our top priorities for ArNAC review and Board funding. 

Based purely on our Neighborhood Plan, a few things stand out to me as priorities already. But I’m just a 

representative of the neighborhood—your neighborhood. A lot has changed since the Plan was created in 2019, 

and certainly since the 2016 survey data. So, what matters to you? What projects would you like to improve 

which enhance our neighborhood today? Reach out to let me know, and let’s get started!

https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2020/09/2019-LYON-PARK-NC-Report-Final.pdf
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2020/09/2019-LYON-PARK-NC-Report-Final.pdf
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A Change to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan
By Kathleen McSweeney

Did you know that every jurisdiction is required to have a comprehensive plan to guide its current and long-

range development? According to Article 3, Section 15.2-2223 of the Virginia code, the Planning Commission in 

each jurisdiction has the duty to prepare and recommend the comprehensive plan elements, and the governing 

body—in our case, the Arlington County Board—has the responsibility of adopting the plan for the County. 

Sections of the code define the required plan elements and outline guidelines for a Transportation Plan that 

designates a system of transportation infrastructure, and “…shall include, as appropriate, but not be limited 

to, roadways, bicycle accommodations, pedestrian accommodations, railways, bridges, waterways, airports, 

ports, freight corridors, and public transportation facilities.” (Source: Code of Virginia, Section 15.2-2223.B.1.) 

The code also mandates specific elements be included, such as a zoning ordinance, public and private 

development (including commercial, general residential, and affordable housing development), community 

services and facilities, historic areas, groundwater and sewer treatment, and consider strategies to address 

social well-being, health, the economy, and the environment. 

Comprehensive Plan elements are publicly reviewed and updated at least every five years. Prior to December 

2023, Arlington’s Comprehensive Plan contained eleven elements: the General Land Use Plan (GLUP), 

Master Transportation Plan, Historic Preservation Master Plan, Affordable Housing Master Plan, Sanitary 

Sewer Master Plan, Recycling Program Master Plan, Community Energy Plan, Public Spaces Master Plan 

(which included three sub-plans: the Urban Forest, Public Arts, and Natural Resources Master Plans), Water 

Distribution Master Plan, Chesapeake Bay Preservation Master Plan, and the Stormwater Master Plan. Each 

plan element has a network of commissions and interested citizen advocates that contribute to updates and 

revisions during the plans’ scheduled public update cycle. 

At the December 2023 Board meeting, the Forestry and Natural Resource Plan (FNRP) became the 12th 

element of the County’s Comprehensive Plan. This was the result of a three-year process. In 2020, a joint 

citizen advisory group was formed (with representatives from the Energy commissions) to review and update 

the Urban Forestry and Natural Resources plan elements. The Advisory Group recommended that the two 

plans be combined into a single Forestry and Natural 

Resource Plan (FNRP), the Planning Commission 

endorsed it, and approval of the FNRP was added to 

the County Board’s December meeting agenda. Upon 

approval, the Board commented that “The FNRP is 

intended to be a holistic long-term planning tool that 

outlines over 80 policy recommendations organized 

into four interconnected Strategic Directions: 

Conservation; Climate Mitigation, Adaption, and 

Resilience; Biodiversity; and Operations.”
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Neighbors Making a Difference:  Tabitha Ricketts
By Kathleen McSweeney

San Diego native Tabitha Ricketts moved around a lot 

growing up, which for a child of a Navy dad wasn’t unusual. 

After graduating from Notre Dame, she took a job as a tech 

consultant which gave her a list of cities to choose from. With 

a preference for living on the East Coast, she selected the 

Washington, D.C. area as her new home. 

She rented in Rosslyn and Courthouse for the first few years. 

Her younger sister moved to the area when she became a 

Federal employee and rented a house in Lyon Park. During one 

of Tabitha’s first visits to Lyon Park, she met Paul Showalter, 

who invited her to a Danville Street block party. Drawn by the 

sense of community in Lyon Park and wanting to be nearer 

her sister, she began renting in Bedford Park. She attended a 

Woman’s Club lunch and volunteered to help. “I figured I can 

bake cupcakes—it wasn’t a scary commitment.” She heard 

that assistance was needed for the Halloween bonfire and has 

coordinated it for the past two years. Next, when she learned 

there were openings on the LPCA Board, she volunteered and was elected to represent our community on the 

Arlington Neighborhood Advisory Committee (ArNAC) and as a representative to the Board of Governors. In 

2023, she saw a listserv post from a departing neighbor and is now a Lyon Park homeowner.

Tabitha has enjoyed playing a role in continuing our treasured community traditions. Lyon Park is a perfect 

blend of big city amenities (for instance, she appreciates the availability of good take-out food options) with a 

small-town feel. She spoke a bit about her work on the ArNAC, and in the two years she has served has seen 

a shuffling in County staff working with the committee. She observed that new staff brings new leadership, 

varied experiences, and fresh perspectives—all positive changes in Tabitha’s view. The ArNAC representatives 

have been discussing a more equitable point system and prioritization process for project approvals. They look 

forward to reviewing more art and beautification projects for neighborhoods, along with the more traditional 

streetlight, signage, and sidewalk fixes which have been staples of neighborhood conservation projects. In 

this month’s article about the LPCA Neighborhood Tabitha invites neighbors to contact her about priorities 

and ideas for projects. Although Tabitha has not lived here long, she has emerged as a generous volunteer and 

leader in our community. 

Tabitha Ricketts
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BUILDING QUALITY HOMES &
LASTING RELATIONSHIPS SINCE 2003

www.coupardarchitects.com
703.533.3210

47 Lee Hwy  Suite A
Arlington, VA 222017
Cell: 703-598-2785
    571-677-2566
homepaige4u@gmail.com
paigekelloggreltor.com
Licensed in VA

Interview with Small Business Owner Sofonias
Gebretsadick of Idido’s Coffee and Social House

  Elaine Simmons
Why did you want to open a small business in Arlington?
I lived in DC and came to Arlington often to shop at places like
Toys-R-Us . I chose Arlington over Silver Spring because I knew
the area, as did my business partner, Mesfin Demise, who lived
nearby. Here we are well situated right next to Columbia Pike
on the north-south artery, Walter Reed.

What do people like best about Idido?
The combination of quality product, a comfortable lounge area,
and friendly service. Yes, we serve excellen La Colombe coffee,
but also simple, fresh food. I love to see people enjoying a meal
here. Many of my staff have been with me since we opened,
and they share my goal to make people happy. They know they
can replace any food or drink the customer is not satisfied with;
they don’t have to ask me. Our high ratings indicate we are
succeeding in making people happy.

As a Black-owned business you have a wonderfully diverse
clientele; it’s a real melting pot here!
Yes, that’s one of my favorite things about the job; it is a truly
American small business where all are welcome, and everyone
gets treated well. Many of my clients have made friendships
with people they may not normally meet in the course of their
daily lives.

What are the main challenges you face as a small business
owner?
Covid was a challenge; our business dropped last spring for two
months but has steadily come back. It was so sad to see the
lounge area deserted before business picked up again. My
happy hour business declined but we are now doing brisk sales
of beer and wine to-go given our reasonable prices.

Being a small business owner is challenging; banks will not lend
you money until you are well established. Even getting a
business credit card is difficult. But it is very satisfying to
employ a total of 8 people. I am always telling my young staff
that if they work hard, they will do well.

Sofonias, you are a true believer in the American Dream!!

47 Langston Blvd., Suite A
Arlington, VA 22207
Cell: 703–598–2785
        571–677–2566
homepaige4u@gmail.com
paigekelloggrealtor.com
Licensed in Virginia

The market is changing—
call me for a predictive analysis strategy!

Update from Arlington County on the 
Stormwater Utility and Repeal of the 
Sanitary District Tax 
By Arlington County

At the December County Board meeting, the Board 

adopted an ordinance to establish a Stormwater 

Utility, adopted a resolution regarding Stormwater 

fee relief, and set the Stormwater Utility Equivalent 

Residential Unit annual rate. The Board's action also 

repeals the current Sanitary District Tax, effective 

December 31, 2023.  

The County's Stormwater Management Fund 

is currently supported by the Sanitary District 

Tax, which generates funding based on property 

assessments. The tax is currently set at $0.017 

per one hundred dollars of assessed valuation of 

all taxable real estate. This ordinance proposes 

replacing the Sanitary District Tax formula with a 

$258 per Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) Rate. 

An ERU in Arlington County is calculated to be 

2,400 square feet of impervious area. The rationale 

for using the amount of impervious area on each 

property, rather than all taxable real estate, is 

that it directly correlates with stormwater runoff 

that contributes to the County's stormwater 

system. Basing the rate structure on the amount 

of impervious area provides a nexus between the 

fee charged to each property and the amount of 

services provided by the County. 

The approved Stormwater fee relief program 

will provide 100 percent fee relief for senior and 

disabled residential property owners, and disabled 

veterans and surviving spouses, that currently 

qualify for real estate tax exemptions and deferrals.
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Put our energy  
to work for you!

Bicycling Realty Group 
www.bicyclingrealty.com

703-819-4915
Natalie Roy

Homes@bicyclingrealty.com
Licensed in VA, DC and MD

Karen Grunstra
Karen_grunstra@kw.com

Licensed in VA

Michele Moore
Micheledpayne@gmail.com

Licensed in VA

Each Keller Williams Office is 
independently owned and operated

KW Metro Center, 2111 Wilson Boulevard, #1050  |  Arlington VA  |  22201  |  703-224-6000

Natalie Roy, 30+ year resident of Lyon Park,  
voted Best Real Estate Agent by  

Arlington Magazine Readers in 2022!


