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Please pay your annual dues.
See page 4

Next meeting:
Wednesday,

January 8, 7:00 PM
Lyon Park Community Center

Lyon Park’s listserv, located on
NextDoor, is a secure, private social
network and an easy way for
neighbors to connect and share
information. It’s free.
Lyon Park neighbors use this app
and/or website to:

● Find a tradesman to fix windows
● Let neighbors know about a

roaming dog (again!)
● Identify a foreign language or

piano teacher
● Find out when the Holiday Party

is (or just look on page 3)!

Join here:

www.nextdoor.com/join

President’s Message

It is hard to believe that the centennial of the founding of Lyon Park is coming to a
close. What a great year it has been! Thanks to the diligence and determination of
countless volunteers, we were able to stage many memorable events that celebrated
this landmark occasion, providing ample opportunity for all residents, young and old,
to appreciate our wonderful community at its best. I cannot overstate my apprecia-
tion for and admiration of the people who made it all possible.

There is not enough room here to recap the entire centennial celebration, but I would
like to highlight two events that I believe accentuate why we cherish our community.
The first was actually an event within an event - the Community Center mortgage
burning held during the Speakeasy Night to Remember gala. It underscored the gener-
osity of Lyon Park residents, which allowed us to pay off the 2015 renovation seven
years ahead of schedule. The second event, the Community Conversation on the lega-
cy of racial covenants in Lyon Park, highlighted the commitment of residents to mak-
ing our community even better. The capacity crowd it drew clearly understood you
can't build a brighter future without shining a light on the past.

There are two things you can do when making your New Year's resolutions to brighten
the future of Lyon Park. If you aren't already a member of the Lyon Park Citizens Asso-
ciation, resolve to join in 2020. It is an easy resolution to keep. (See page 4). Also,
commit yourself to being a community volunteer. There will be ample opportunities in
2020.

Best wishes for a joyous holiday season and a prosperous new year! I hope to see you
at the annual holiday party at the Community Center on Friday, December 13.

Peter Zirnite , LPCA President

CENTENNIAL
1919 -2019

© Can Stock Photo/Yulan
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The Lyon Park Citizens Association
P.O. Box 100191, Arlington, VA 22201

LPCA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President
Peter Zirnite
LyonParkPresident@gmail.com
Vice-President/Neighborhood Conservation
Thora Colot
thora.colot@gmail.com
Vice-President/Development
Aaron Schuetz
ajschuetz@yahoo.com
Vice President, Communications/Social Media
Sky Adler
sky.x.adler@gmail.com
Treasurer
Bill Anhut, Jr. (703) 528-3665
billanhut@yahoo.com
Secretary/Historian
Annemaries Selvitelli
astanz10@hotmail.com
Membership Chair
Darcy Rosenbaum
darcy.rosenbaum@gmail.com
Sargeant at Arms
John Goldener
goldener@gmail.com
Members at Large
Christa Abbott
christalpca@gmail.com
Vicky Hush
vhush@yahoo.com

COMMUNITY CENTER
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Jeannette Wick, Chair (703) 524-8531
jywickrph@aol.com

IMPORTANT CONTACTS
Community Center Rental Agent
Cindy Stroup (703) 527-9520
rent@lyonpark.info
Clarendon Alliance Representative
Debbie Kaplan
debbiekaplandk@gmail.com
Civic Federation Reps
Steve Geiger (703) 522-0026
Erik Gutshall (703) 276-0809
Larry Juneer (703) 525-8921
Natalie Roy (703) 819-4915
Jim Turpin (703) 248-6988
Doorways for Women and Families Liaison  Saif
Amin    saiful.amin@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Daniel Holland
Jeannette Wick
Submissions
Send photos and articles to
lyonparkeditor@gmail.com
Distribution
Helen White (703) 527-2977
hmwhite33@verizon.net

Classified Ads
GET SOMEONE’S ATTENTION! The Citizen is hand delivered to
1,900 households every issue.

TEEN SERVICES
Interested in including your free teen ad? Visit www.lyonpark.org/library to share your
information!
● Kenna Geary, 16, babysitter and mother's helper - Red Cross Babysitting Certified, pet

and plantsitter, too! Text: (571) 353-9259 E-mail: kennageary8@gmail.com
● Timmy Geary, 12, pet and plant sitter. Text: (571) 525-8612
● Abby Kant, 14, babysitter, dog walker, mother's helper, odd jobs, plant sitter. Text:

(703) 626-4531
● Toby Kant, 16, babysitter, dog walker, plant sitter, shoveling, pet sitter, yard work.

Experienced sitting exotic pets (turtles, guinea pigs) as well as dogs. Text: (703) 626-
0453

● Max Kiriakou, 14, yard work, shoveling, lawn mowing, trimming, yard work. I have my
own equipment! Phone/Text: (703) 862-3597

● Kate Kiriakou, 13, Babysitter, mother's helper, odd jobs, plant sitter. Red Cross certified.
Phone/Text: (703) 587-9277 E-mail: hkiriakou@me.com.

● Delaney Loughney, 12, Babysitter, odd jobs, plant sitter, dog walker, pet sitting.. Text:
(571) 458-0512

● Finn Loughney, 15, Odd jobs, dog walker, plant sitter, shoveling. Text: (571) 289-4823
Email: finnloughney@gmail.com

● Ella Bomberger, 14, Babysitter, Mothers’ Helper. Red Cross certified. Text: (571) 775-
9205
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Route 50 (Arlington Boulevard) Study
The Virginia Department of Transportation is conducting a study of the 7/10 mile section
of Route 50 between Fillmore Street and Glebe Road. They held a public meeting on
November 14. The materials from this meeting are available online at
www.virginiadot.org/route50arlingtonstudy.

Some interesting statistics presented at the meeting include the following:
�� An average of 62,000 vehicles/day travel this section
�� The east-bound peak is at 7 AM and is just below 3,500/hour
�� The west-bound peak is at 5:30 PM and is about 3,250/hour
�� Between 2014 and 2018 there were 247 crashes reported
�� The intersections with the highest number of crashes are

o #1 Irving Street (>60)
o #2 Fillmore Street (40)
o #3 Highland Street (>30)

Unfortunately, the period for taking an online survey and provide comments ended on
November 25th. In early 2020 VADOT will hold another public meeting to discuss
alternatives developed as a result of public input.

mailto:ajschuetz@yahoo.com
mailto:vhush@yahoo.com
mailto:christalpca@gmail.com
mailto:kennageary8@gmail.com
mailto:hkiriakou@me.com.
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Saturday January 25, 2020

Pancakes will be served
from 8 - 10:30 AM

Coffee and coffee cake will be served
from 10 - 11 AM

Please contact Margaret Fibel at mfibel002@gmail.com
if you are interested in helping in the kitchen,
with set-up, or with clean-up.

© Can Stock Photo / Aleutie
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Please Pay Your LPCA Dues!
$10/year, $20/two years, $250 for life

Please complete this form (Hint: use a return address label!)
and mail it with your check to: LPCA Membership, P.O. Box
100191, Arlington, VA 22201

Name__________________________________
Address_________________________________
Preferred phone__________________________
E-mail__________________________________

May we add you to the community listsevr? ○ Yes ○ No

Community Volunteer Interests (Check all that apply):
___Neighborhood Conservation
___Community Center and Park
___Development issues
___Social Events (Holiday Party, Halloween)
___Homes and Gardens Tour
___Spring Fair
___Traffic issues
___Newsletter
___Trees/Conservation
___All-purpose volunteer
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Community Engagement Opportunities, Arlington Public Schools

Arlington Public Schools has several events coming up that may be of interest to you!
Tuesday, December 10
6:30 - 8:30 PM

Elementary School Planning for 2021 Community Meeting
Arlington Central Library, 1015 N. Quincy St. 22201

Wednesday, December 11
4 - 6 PM

19th Amendment Workshop for Youth Leaders (middle & High school students). RSVP here:
https://www.facebook.com/events/486870885518874/.
Arlington Central Library Auditorium, 1015 N. Quincy St. 22201

Friday, December 13
Noon - 1 PM

Elementary School Planning for 2021 Online Webinar
TBD

Friday, December 13
6:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Dream Project's 9th Annual Holiday Dinner.
Be a sponsor or register to attend: https://tinyurl.com/rlqxz4m
Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington, 4444 Arlington Blvd. 22204

Monday, December 16
7 - 9 PM

Elementary School Planning for 2021 Community Meeting in Spanish
Kenmore Middle School, 200 S. Carlin Springs Rd. 22204

Thursday, December 19
7 PM

School Board Meeting*. Full agenda posted one week prior.
Syphax Education Center, 2nd FL School Board Room, 2110 Washington Blvd. 22204

Thursday, January 9
7 PM

School Board Meeting*. Information Item on Elementary Boundaries. Full agenda posted one week prior.
Syphax Education Center, 2nd FL School Board Room, 2110 Washington Blvd. 22204
*View Board meetings live online or on Comcast Channel 70 or Verizon Channel 41.

** Watch Work Sessions live online at https://www.apsva.us/school-board-meetings/school-board-work-sessions-meetings/.
Work sessions are opened to the public but no public comments are accepted.
Visit www.apsva.us/Engage to stay up-to-date on engagement opportunities.

Children’s Free Library Arrives in Lyon Park!
Lyon Park welcomes its second free library, intended for
children age 7 and younger, near the children’s playground.
The children’s free library is the work of Alexander Ashe, our
neighborhood’s newest Eagle Scout. For his Eagle Project,
Alexander planned, obtained approvals, constructed and
installed five free libraries in our neighborhood. He
specifically wanted to add a children’s library at our
playground. Park users are welcome to drop off children’s
books and borrow from the library’s contents.

While your children check out the brightly painted library
and its books, please monitor the contents to ensure that
the library includes appropriate children’s books. If you
identify books not age appropriate, please move them to
the free library located on the Fillmore St side of the park.
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The Lyon Park Citizen is hand delivered to 1,900 homes around
the 10th of the month from September through June (10 issues),
with artwork and copy due the 20th of the previous month.
These are our advertising rates:

We offer a 5% discount for residents who have paid their LPCA
dues, and an additional 10% discount for advertisers who
commit to three or more months in a row. A designer will draft
artwork for an extra 10% charge. Contact
lyonparkeditor@gmail.com to reserve space.

Ad size Measures
 (In inches)…

Cost

Business card 3.5 by 2.3 $85/month color
$59/month B&W

Quarter page 3.5 by 4.5 $130/month color
$89/month B&W

Half page 7.5 by 4.5 $210/month color
$149/month B&W

Full page 7.5 by 9.5 $350/month color
$249/month B&W

Full page free-
standing insert

8.5 by 11 $450/month color
$400/month B&W
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Find news and more pictures on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/lyonparkcommunitycenter

Community House Rental Rates
Lyon Park and Ashton Heights residents are eligible for
resident rates, but cannot sponsor non-resident events.

Monday – Thursday (8 AM–5 PM, 4 hour minimum)
<75 guests, $50/hour resident; $100/hour non-resident
>75 guests, $75/hour resident; $100/hour non-resident

Monday – Thursday evening (6–10 PM)
<75 guests, $200 resident; $400 non-resident
>75 guests, $300 resident; $400 non-resident

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Holidays
HALF DAY (8 AM–2:30 PM or 3:30–10 PM):

$400 resident; $900 non-resident
WHOLE DAY (8 AM-10 PM):

$750 resident; $1,600 non-resident

Children’s Birthday Rates for children 10 and under,
maximum 40 attendees, booked <2 months in advance:
Two time slots (8:30-11:30 AM) OR (12-3 PM) – Includes
set up and clean up. If your party lasts longer than 3 hours,
please rent at the half-day rates above.

$150 resident; $400 non-resident

Grounds preservation fees:
● $30/inflatable (can only be rented from Arlington TEAM)
● $100/floored tent, $30/pole tent
● $100 grounds fee for ponies and petting zoos

Use of inflatables and/or tents must be approved in advance
and specified in rental contract.

A security deposit is required for all rentals.

MAKE A RESERVATION TODAY!
Check online calendar for availability and complete the
online reservation form at www.lyonpark.info
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819 N Daniel 315 N. Garfield St.

N. Garfield St.
and 3rd St. N.



100 YEARS OF LYON PARK

THANK YOU FOR BEING A PART OF THE LYON PARK CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION!
FOR A FULL RECAP OF EACH EVENT, INCLUDING ADDITIONAL PHOTOS, VISIT

L Y O N P A R K . O R G



A SPEAKEASY NIGHT 
TO REMEMBER & 
CEREMONIAL BURNING 
OF THE MORTGAGE

CENTENNIAL 
POSTER CONTEST

LYON PARK & ASHTON HEIGHTS: 
HOME & GARDEN TOUR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2019

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2019

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2019

SEPTEMBER 30, 2019

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2019

LYON PARK / ASHTON HEIGHTS GOLF TOURNEY

CHESTNUT TREE PLANTING

NEIGHBORHOOD MOVIE NIGHT

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2019



ARLINGTON COUNTY PROCLAMATION

NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP PHOTO 

NEIGHBORHOOD MOVIE NIGHT

PICNIC IN THE PARK
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2019

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2019

FRIDAY OCTOBER 18, 2019



HISTORICAL DISPLAY 

A COMMUNITY CONVERSATION - THE LEGACY OF RACIAL COVENANTS IN LYON PARK 

Ginger Geoffrey 
& John Andelin

SUPPORTERS

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
S U P P O RT E R S  A N D  CO U N T L E S S  VO LU N T E E R S  F O R  M A K I N G  T H E  LYO N  PA R K C E N T E N N I A L C E L E B R AT I O N  A H U G E  S U CC E S S .

The Mathew Group / Compass

The Little Gym of Arlington 
Good Company Doughnuts & Cafe

Troy’s Italian Kitchen
Mocha Cafe

The Lyon Park Woman’s Club
The Arlington Jaycees

Girl Scouts – Troop 4941
Girl Scouts – Troop 60031

 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2019

CENTURY

Paul & Sharon Showalter
Bedrock Development

(Darcy & John Rosenbaum)
Natalie U. Roy & Bicycling Realty 

Group of KW Metro Center

HALF CENTURY DECADE

V I S I T LYO N PA R K . O R G  TO  S E E  A L L 1 5  H I STO R I CA L B A N N E R S
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Annual not-just-a-Craft Fair:
Ups, Downs, and All Around FUN!
Each year, we look forward to the annual not-just-a-CRAFT
FAIR with curiosity and hope. This year, our expectations were
met and exceeded. The day began on a busy note as folks
stopped in to pick up the 110+ pounds of Regianno Parmesan
that Gary Putnam cut expertly, and Kit Putnam wrapped.
Others came to find the best selection of hand-crafted goods.
And the bake sale—several tables mounded with cookies,
cupcakes, sweet breads, and regular loaves—was busy from
opening to closing. Thank you for coming out and supporting
this unique event. It features artisan crafters whose goods are
juried (submitted for approval beforehand to ensure quality).
Once approved, our vendors can return. This year, we filled
several table vacancies and featured some new and highly
talented individuals.

We featured four youth vendors at this event. We’d offered
one table for an aspiring artist or crafter, and received four
applications from the neighborhood from youths of varying
ages and skill. Unable to chose one, we anchored the end of
the hall with their four card tables. Little did we know that
these crafters would teach the old dogs a few new tricks. Hats
off to Maya Sherlick, who augmented her high quality pottery
with a video display on an iPad and her own business cards.
Kudos to Emma Miller, beekeeper, who offered the local-ist
honey we’ll ever see and amazing candles. Henry Sahm’s
“Fluffies”—remarkably detailed and bright sculptures—were so
cute it hurt, and the King Siblings sold paracord bracelets and
would make them to order at the table!

Among the new vendors, Lisa Hassan’s wool dryer balls,
pictured below right) were a home run! We predicted it, as
we’d featured a story on dryer balls in a recent newsletter!
(Find it here: https://tinyurl.com/wtb74kf on page 9).

All was not happiness and light, however, as several of our
volunteers became ill during the week before. Staffing looked
bleak as we scrambled to cover even the basic tasks at the fair.
Not to worry! Gary Putnam put the call out, and community
pillars flocked to fill positions and keep the neighborhood
informed on Nextdoor. Hearty thanks to ALL who helped.

Photos (unless otherwise noted): Jennifer Hart

Photo: Lisa Hasan



Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Paige Kellogg
REALTOR®

5900 Kingstowne Towne Center
Alexandria, VA 22315
Cell: 703-598-2785
Office: 703-922-4010
Paige.kellogg@c21nm.com
Licensed in VA
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It was bad luck that after months of drought-like conditions, a
huge storm barreled toward Lyon Park on Halloween creating a
moment of melodrama. The threat left residents wondering
whether to step out for our traditional activities. The Bonfire
team, lead by Jim Burke included Bill Anhut, Adam Rasmussen,
Spiro Roiniotis, and Ron Cathell. Each member had helped
secure a permit from the fire department and find an adequate
supply of wood. Should they start the bonfire, tend it for hours,
and then stay until every coal would be extinguished--a process
that takes hours after the fire is soaked through? Once it
became clear that the rain would abate for the evening, it was
time to light matches!

The Woman's Club served donuts and cider, and we appreciate
their sticky, tasty efforts!!! Pictured to the left are Margaret
Fibel, Elizabeth Wray, Gina Ekmekjian, and Kit Putnam.

All photos: Jennifer Hart

2019-2020 Lyon Park Community Center Board of Governors
Citizen’s Association Representatives Not-just-for-Woman;s Club Representatives

Bill Anhut (Treasurer) Kit Putnam
Thora Colot Tagrid Wahba
Aaron Schuetz (Vice Chair) Shelya White
Annemarie Selvitelli Jeannette Wick (Chair)
Peter Zirnite Elizabeth Wray
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SA
Y

CHEESE

Go, Went, Gone                 Margaret Dean
Ms Erpenbeck has undertaken the noble cause of explaining the plight of refugees
to Germans and, more widely, to all first worlders. She makes refugees acceptable
through their slowly growing interaction with her lead character, Richard, as
Richard discovers the refugees’ traumas, their disorientation, and the catch 22 of
German refugee laws. That catch essentially makes it impossible for refugees to
work and to establish roots. She also draws the comparison between today’s
refugees and the disorientation of many East Germans who woke one day to find
their country had disappeared. Like the refugees, everything they knew had
changed. East Germany had become a new political, unrecognizable entity called
Germany.

The reader slowly discovers Richard. His wife died, perhaps from an alcoholism
used to drown her sorrow over never having children. While still in school, she had
had an abortion at Richard’s insistence that they were too young to start a family.
Now, with early, forced retirement, Richard has time to see the refugees, get to
know them and create a substitute family. He understands their desire to work and
is instrumental in getting temporary work for a few. He convinces some of his
friends to house and help refugees awaiting deportation to Italy. Consequently the
book ends on a happier note than appears to be the actual case in Germany.

Stylistically the language is heavy, the tone didactic and the imagery dense,
especially the repeated reference to the dead man at the bottom of the lake. The
title, Go Went Gone, combines reference to the hopeless, continuously interrupted

effort of the refugees to learn German and the wish of the German state to get rid of the refugees. The book, however, has done
well both in Europe and in the U.S. The translation has been widely praised.

Go, Went, Gone by Jenny Erpenbeck. Translated by Susan Bernofsky 2017. A New Directions Book, NY, NY. Random House 2015. ISBN 978-0811-
2259-46.



Blue Lobelia
Photo: Deborah Barber

AmazonSmile and iGive

AmazonSmile is an Amazon program that
donates 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible
products to charitable organizations.
AmazonSmile is a simple, automatic way for
you to support Lyon Park Community Center
(LPCC) every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping
experience as Amazon.com. Go to
smile.amazon.com from the web browser on
your computer or mobile device. Select LPCC
as your charity and then start shopping. It’s
that easy. You may also want to add a
bookmark to smile.amazon.com.

iGive works similarly. It’s free. iGive partners
with more than 1,700 online stores. It
donates an average of 3% what you spend to
your selected charity . The stores pay for it
all. You never pay more, and often you pay
less with coupons and deals. A typical
shopper raises more than $100/year. Go to
igive.com from the web browser on your
computer or mobile device. Select LPCC as
your charity and add the iGive button. This
automatically tells participating stores that
you want your shopping to support LPCC. You
can also download the iPhone/iPad or
Android apps.

AmazonSmile and iGive issue quarterly
payments to the community center. We’ve
received more than $3,000 from igive.com.
AmazonSmile checks also arrive quarterly!

Too many leaves on the Lyon Park
Community Center grounds?

Scouts to the rescue! On Saturday morning,
Nov. 9, members of Pack 104 and Troop 104
came out in chilly weather to rake leaves,
carry them in tarps, and put them on N.
Garfield to be picked up.

Thanks to all who helped!
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Please Join Lyon Park Community Center’s

Give an Hour Campaign
Don’t have time to volunteer but would like to help sustain
the community? First time donor? Donate an hour of your
salary once or every month to Lyon Park Community
Center.

 is an easy way to give a relatively small
donation, one hour of your pay every month (that’s about
1%) for a year or more to make difference.

Donating is easy. You can set up a recurring payment or
donate a lump sum online at  http://lyonpark.info/donate/
by Paypal or credit card. Prefer to send a check? Mail your
donation to Lyon Park Community Center, P.O. Box 100191,
Arlington, Virginia 22201.

We are happy to arrange a monthly debit as well.
Contact Elizabeth Delmar at
elizabethdelmar1@gmail.com for information.

Visit Our Sites for Updates

https://www.facebook.com/lyonparkcommunitycenter

http://www.lyonpark.info/

Fundraising’s Changing Face at Lyon Park Community Center                
For ten years, our community raised money to renovate the community house. The 2009 message focused on raising money to start
construction. In 2014, it shifted to raising funds to pay down the construction loan. We asked. You answered. In fact, you answered
generously. In June 2019, we paid the balance of our loan (not months, but YEARS early) and took the loan guarantors off the hook.

Fundraising, in theory, is easy. An organization asks for money, and people give or don’t give. In practice, fundraising is not exactly
difficult, but requires strategic planning, a good understanding of who makes charitable donations and why, and ample creativity.
You may recall the ALS Foundation’s Ice Bucket Challenge of 2014—a stunning advertising campaign that went viral and raised $220
million worldwide. Every fundraiser dreams of such a campaign—a movement that starts itself and spreads spontaneously.

For the last several years, Annemarie Selvitelli and I have run a listserv-based incentives program based ever-so-loosely on NPR’s
fundraising campaigns (NPR never seems to offer ugly blue rocking chairs or Susan’s chicken pot pie). Neighbors offered incentives,
creating a humorous assortment of baskets, white elephants, services, homemade goods, and matching funds. It was a roaring
success, and we thank all who contributed.

This year, with the loan retired, our efforts need not be so intense. Although the renovation is now paid for, and rental income takes
care of daily expenses, our park and community center still need our ongoing support. This includes paying for big but expected
expenses like trimming the trees, and preparing for unexpected or larger future expenses. As we transition our fundraising efforts,
we are more interested in broadening our base of support than asking for larger gifts of support. The more members of our
community that invest in our community center, the more it becomes the center of our community. Please start or renew your
commitment, and encourage a few neighbors to do it with you. See below for some ideas.

The Board of Governors met on Thursday, November 20, and this is their message to you:
Thank you for your remarkable and ongoing support over the last ten years. Lyon Park’s immediate renovation-
related needs have been met beautifully. This year, we hope that you will redirect your large donations to non-profits
with important missions, and hopefully to local non-profits like us. We also hope you will remember Lyon Park with a
small donation, or perhaps join our Give an Hour Campaign. Sometime in the future, a tree will need to be removed,
the sump pump will fail, the Community House will need another facelift, or some other project will need funding.
Our community-based, federally registered nonprofit organization appreciates your ongoing support.

Happy Holidays!

mailto:billanhut@yahoo.com
mailto:billanhut@yahoo.com
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History Shapes Lives for Decades
Christa Abbott

The year 1919 is important to me for two reasons: our
neighborhood was founded and my grandma was born. She
was born in Minnesota, where her family of Scottish
immigrants had worked in the logging camps of the
Northwoods. When she was young, her father, who had an
8th grade education, heard that there was work in D.C. Her
family moved east to join extended family in Arlington
Ridge, where she would spend the remainder of her
childhood. Eventually, she would graduate from high school,
join the war effort in D.C., and marry my grandfather, who
was a naval engineer. When the war ended, they moved to
Connecticut and bought a house in a developing suburb of
New York City.

As I worked on planning the racial covenants event, I felt
connection to my grandma. In history books, I saw pictures
of her elementary school; I scanned old photos from the
YWCA lodge on Vacation Lane looking for grandma’s face. I
also came to realize how my own life is shaped by the fact
that grandma was a white, Christian child in 1920/1930s
Arlington County. She attended segregated schools that
helped her become a secretary in the War Department, a
position unavailable to African-Americans. When they
bought a house in Connecticut, it was most likely with an
FHA loan, which were denied to African-American families.
The town in which they bought a home went on to
experience astronomical home value appreciation, but
became infamous for anti-Semitic practices.

That home has provided financial stability for three
generations and counting. My father attended a prestigious
college. When I went to college, it was possible in part
because my parents were not supporting his parents and
knew they wouldn’t have to; the family home would be sold
to pay for assisted living, which it eventually was. Grandma
passed away at the age of 98 and some money from that
house remained. While we can never know what turns and
twists our lives may have taken, I can say that the particular
doors that my grandma walked through to provide financial
ballast for our entire family would have been shut if she had
not been white and Christian. I came to appreciate that my
ability to buy a home and raise a family in Lyon Park today is
not unrelated to grandma’s experiences 100 years ago.

Expunging Restrictive Covenants Not Possible, Yet
Toby McIntosh

The question of whether it is possible to get rid of restrictive
covenants in Lyon Park deeds was raised at the recent meeting of
the Lyon Park Community Association. Attended by 80 people,
the vibrant session covered the history of these “Caucasian only”
provisions and their lasting impact. Whether they can be
removed came up, and the answer in brief is “not yet.”

The covenants are invalid because of court decisions and illegal
under Virginia law (VA Code 36-96.6), according to Paul Ferguson,
Clerk of the Circuit Court. Under the state law, a new purchaser
can “decline to accept” a deed including an exclusionary
covenant. “However,” Ferguson said, “I know of no Virginia law
that allows for expungement or removal to those references.”

That could change. Legislation on the subject is being drafted by
Richmond Delegate Lamont Bagby. Several states have passed
legislation allowing owners to add a statement to their deeds
repudiating the covenants.

Also, to follow up on the LPCA meeting, here are links to some of
the materials discussed:

Link to the recording of the Lyon Park event:
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8exRN_PhjCU&feature=yout
u.be

��Website of historian Lindsey Besttebreutje
http://lindseybestebreurtje.org/arlingtonhistory/

��Her dissertation on Frank Lyon and racial discrimination in
Arlington housing
http://mars.gmu.edu/bitstream/handle/1920/11125/Bestebreur

tje_gmu_0883E_11369.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

��“Beyond the Plantation,” a scholarly journal article about
Freedman’s Village

https://www.jstor.org/stable/26478281?seq=2#metadata_info_t
ab_contents

��Blog Post - Uncle Sam And Black Arlington: Bringing Jobs But
Taking Housing, 1861- 1945
https://themetropole.blog/2019/02/13/uncle-sam-and-black-

arlington-bringing-jobs-but-taking-housing-1861-1945/

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8exRN_PhjCU&feature=youtu.be
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8exRN_PhjCU&feature=youtu.be
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8exRN_PhjCU&feature=youtu.be
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The Local Humble Hackberry
Ian D. Rowe

We are often so busy that we rarely get a chance to appreciate
the interesting ecosystems right in our own backyards. Often,
we don’t see birds, insects, and other wildlife because they are
too small, too shy, or operate on different schedules than we
do. Other wild neighbors, like plants, go unnoticed and
overlooked simply because their interesting stories are not
obvious to the casual observer.

One such underappreciated local tree is celtis occidentalis,
otherwise known as the hackberry tree. This robust hardwood
tree reaches heights of more than 60 feet with a wide spread.
Native to Virginia, its range extends throughout the midwestern
United States and to southern Canada. It’s related to the
American elm and is identifiable by its bumpy, cork-like bark.
The hackberry’s unique, oval-shaped leaves are asymmetric and
easily identified by the common wart-like “galls” that are
almost universally present on any hackberry tree; these
unsightly growths are the result of a particular insect (the
hackberry gall midge) that latches to and continuously feeds on
the leaf tissue. This causes the tree to encapsulate the insect by
growing the trademark galls that, while unappealing, do not
harm the tree.

By far the coolest thing about this tree is the fruit from which
the tree derives its name. Every year the tree produces
thousands of pea-sized berries with sweet, edible flesh that
surrounds a hard seed that is notably high in fat and protein.
Every October and November, as the fruit ripens, the tree
becomes a smorgasbord as the local avian population finds this
fruit delicious and swarms the tree. Humans also find this berry
to be appealing, tasting like some fun mashup of a cherry and a
raisin. The seed is often too tough to consume, but the entire
berry can be mashed into a paste and eaten as a spread or even
baked into a snack bar. Archaeologists have found caves right
here in Virginia where humans were storing hackberries
approximately 10,000 years ago, suggesting that the hackberry
is one of the first foods that humans ever gathered and stored
for later consumption!

Next time you’re out walking around the area, keep an eye out
for the hackberry tree and maybe you’ll be able to snatch a
tasty snack before all our furry and feathered friends pick the
trees clean. There’s something special about appreciating
nature’s little gifts that casually occupy our neighborhood.

The characteristic asymmetric
oval leaves and tasty hackberries

The bumpy ridges of the hackberry bark

More galls
(and uglier galls)

Galls



L We take pride in service; and
our customers are our number one priority.

We offer services from general repair and maintenance to
comprehensive diagnostics. Hours of operation are from 8:00 am
- 5:00 pm Monday to Friday and 8:00 am - 2:00 pm Saturday.
Stop on by to allow us to introduce ourselves and present this
add to the Service Manager and receive 10% OFF ON REPAIRS.

Thank you for the continued welcoming into your community.
We look forward in servicing all of your automotive needs.

Jay Harb, Service Manager
jay@metromotor.com
Metro Motor I Lyon Park Liberty
2717 North Pershing Dr.
Arlington, VA 22201

VIRGINIA
STATE

INSPECTION
50% off

metromotor.com
P: (703) 528-8320

NOW

AV
AILABLE!!!

At Lyon Park Liberty,
air for your tires is

FREE!


